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Great Places  

forum set for 

Wednesday 

City to receive 

cultural district 17.2 

designation 10  

By Randy M. Cauthron 
Managing Editor 

In the last year, Spencer has 

been received the designations 

of being home to both a cultural 

district and downtown historic 

district, as well as being the No. 

1.location to live in America by 
an Internet real estate website. 

Despite all this recognition in 

the past year, Bob Rose, 

Director of Spencer MainStreet 

and the Spencer Chamber of 

Commerce, is excited about the 

opportunity to promote the 

community as a possible great 

places  community. 
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1 Places 

continued from page 1 

At 4 p.m., on Wednesday at 

SCT Playhouse, with Iowa IA. 

Gov. Sally Pederson and representatives 

of the Iowa Great 

Places project present, Spencer 

residents and business people 

will have an opport to put its 

best foot forward in an effort to 

earn itself one of three Ógreat 

placesÔ designations that the state 

is planning to extend in the pilot 

year of this state program. The 
forum is expected to last approximately 

two hours. 

ÓI know vety little about the 

Great Places project,Ô Rose 

admitted. ÓItÒs a project of the 

governors. This is the process of 

learning about it. This is where 

we find out what we have to do to 

be one of the three Great Places 

sites.Ô 

Rose continued, ÓWe already 

know weÒre a great place, but 

weÒd like the rest of the state to 

know it too. How do we go about 

getting that distinction? ThatÒs 

what weÒll find out Wednesday.Ô 
Spencer is one of 10 sites 

across the state to host the public 

forums. The program forum tour 

kicks off today in the Surf 

Ballroom at Clear Lake. Spencer 

will serve as the second destination 

on the tour followed by additional 

sessions in Council Bluffs, 

Dubuque, Pella, Cedar Falls, 

Muscatine, Cedar Rapids, Des 

Moines and Sioux City. 

ÓThese forums will be a wonderful 

opportunity for Iowans to 

learn more about Great Places 

and share their visions for Great 

Places in Iowa,Ô said Anitra 

Walker, director of the Iowa 

Department of Cultural Affairs.Ô 

ÓIf we could be fortunate 

enough to be named one of 

IowaÒs Great Places, itÒs one 

more thing we can talk about to 

promote our area,Ô commented 

Rose. ÓItÒs important for us to 

learn about the procedure.Ô 

According to information from 

Iowa Great Places, earning the 

designation will involve creativity, 

bold thought, innovation and 

entrepreneurship. 

Rose said, ÓI would be excited 

about pursuing this and becoming 

one of the three pilot programs 

the governor is going to 

appoint this year. IÔm excited 

about it and I would hope we get 

a number of people to come out.Ô 
The event is free to the public 

and refreshments will be served. 

For more information, Visit 

www.iowagreatplaces.gov or call 

(5 15) 281-8824. 

PEDERSON TO PRESENT 
SPENCER CULTURAL 

DISTRICT DESIGNATION 

Prior to the Iowa Great Places 

forum, from 3-4 p.m., the presentation 

of the SpencerÒs official 

designation as a cultural district 

will take place. Lt. Gov. 

Pederson will take part in the 

presentation. 

ÓThatÒs a two fold reason to 

turn out,Ô Rose suggested. 

Spencer was one of eight communities 

to receive the designation 

from among 12 applicants. 

The closest city to Spencer 

receiving the award last fall was 
Cherokee. The official proclamation 

and presentation is expected 

to take place around 3:30 p.m., 

according to Rose. 

Included in the cultural district: 

Parker Museum, ÓThe 

GatheringÔ in East Leach Park, 

Arts on Grand, Bogenrief Studio, 

and SCT Theatre, all located 
within a designated one square 

mile area. 

In an effort to earn the cultural 

designation, the Spencer Alliance 

for a Creative Economy 
(SPACE) group was formed. 
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